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ARTIST : VARIOUS ARTISTS
TITLE : THE KARINDULA SESSIONS
LABEL : CRAMMED DISCS
CATALOG# : craw 70
FILE UNDER : WORLD
FORMAT : DVD + CD / DIGIPAK
LIST PRICE : $14.98
BARCODE : 876623006220

In the south-eastern Congolese province of Katanga, young musicians are 
creating their own tradi-modern style of music, which they call Karindula , 
a word which also designates the main instrument they use - a giant banjo 
made out of an oil barrel, a goat skin, four strings, and an empty bag of 
powdered milk. 

After introducing the now-famous electrified traditional music of Congolese 
capital Kinshasa, Congotronics producer Vincent Kenis travelled 
to the mining city of Lubumbashi to record and film four Karindula bands 
during a 3-day mini-festival. Their wild, raw and dynamic performances are 
documented on this +90 min. DVD and 79 min audio CD.

Karindula  music appeared in the '70s, in the copper mining area known as 
the Copperbelt. It is still unclear whether it was born in Lubumbashi, Congo, or 
in neighbouring country Zambia, where a similar style exists under the name 
of Kalindula. In both cases the music is eponymous to its main instrument, a 
giant banjo made out of an oil barrel, a goat skin and four strings, the buzzing 
tone being obtained by attaching an empty bag of powdered milk between the 
strings and the neck. Usually a virtuoso, the player sits on the instrument and 
often sings, accompanied by a second stringed instrument which looks like a 
miniature of the first one, plus drums - one of which might be the karindula 
hitself, hit with wooden sticks. 

The Karindula style is heavily influenced by Bemba and Luba traditional music, 
with some hints of reggae. Karindula bands mainly perform at mourning 
ceremonies, and are feared for their sometimes very provocative and 
rebellious lyrics. 

The four bands appearing on this audiovisual album are BBK, Bana 
Simba, Bena Ngoma and Bana Lupemba. They live in a popular 
suburb of Lubumbashi known as "Kenya". The festival was organized at the 
last minute and took place in the street, with no amplification whatsoever. A 
rotating cast of guest dancers and performers add an engaging, and at times 
edgy, visual component to the music. A crowd of excited children, aged from 2 
to 12, often participate in call-and-response exchanges with the bands.  In these 
increasingly difficult times, where adults turn to American-influenced gospel 
(which is quite the opposite of provocative…), the success of Karindula among 
the younger generation is very good news indeed.

Recorded, mixed and filmed by Vincent Kenis in Lubumbashi, Katanga Province, Democratic 

Republic of Congo. 

BBK: MBELELAMBELELA

BANA SIMBA: A TATA SHANDIABANA WIYA / KYAWAMA

BENA NGOMA: BANANI BATAWINA BENA NGOMA

BBK: TSHIKUNA

BANA LUPEMBA: WA NKOLOMONA LELO KINDE LELO SHIKINDA 

BANA SIMBA: BEGGARS' BANQUET

BENA NGOMA: DILONNGESHI

BANA LUPEMBA: KIYONGO

BBK: MADO MADO
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BENA NGOMA: BANANI BATAWINA BEN�9���F�?�G�E�9��� �=�P�L�=�F�<�=�<�!�����*�1���+�+

BBK: MADO MADO   �-��47

BBK: MURIAGOMBE   �,���,�(

BBK: A TATA SHANDIABANA WIYA  (BBK VERSION) �+���-�.

BANA LUPEMBA: KIYONGO (EXTENDED) 1�/���-�-

BANA SIMBA: BEGGARS' BANQUET (EXTENDED) 1�/���(�.
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NEW RELEASES 
March 2012

QTY DEAL CAT # STREET 
DATE

ARTIST TITLE CONFIG UPC LIST COST

CRM0183 3/6/12 Baloji Kinshasa Succursale CD 876623006510 $13.98 $8.39

WAR201201 3/6/12 Paul Brown Funky Joint CD 884501665933 $16.98 $10.19

UVR0005 3/20/12 Chris Standring Electric Wonderland CD 091037112989 $16.98 $10.19

CRM0070 3/20/12 Various Artists Karindula Sessions: Tradi-
modern Sounds From 
Southeast Congo

CX 876623006220 $14.98 $8.99

CRM0074 3/20/12 Taraf De Haidouks & 
Kocani Orkestar

Band of Gypsies 2 CD 876623006237 $13.98 $8.39
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Chuck Loeb

March 4, 2012 Annapolis, MD Ramshead On Stage

March 8-11, 2012 New York, NY Blue Note

March 14, 2012 Oakland, CA Yoshi’s at Jack London Square

March 15, 2012 San Diego, CA Anthology

March 16-18, 2012 Los Angeles, CA Catalina’s Jazz Club

March 20 & 21, 2012 Seattle, WA Jazz Alley

March 23, 2012 Denver, CO The Soiled Dove Underground

March 24, 2012 Indianapolis, IN The Jazz Kitchen

March 28 & 29, 2012 Wyomissing, PA Berks Jazz Fest 

March 30, 2012 Boston, MA Scullers Jazz Club

March 31, 2012 Wyomissing, PA Berks Jazz Fest 

Brian Hughes

March 17, 2012 Zurich, Switzerland Kongresshaus

March 18, 2012 Geneva, Switzerland Théâtre du Léman

March 20, 2012 Baden Baden , Germany Festpielhaus

March 21, 2012 Hannover, Germany Kuppelsaal

March 22, 2012 Frankfurt, Germany Alte Oper

March 23, 2012 Düsseldorf , Germany Mitsubishi Electric Halle

March 25, 2012 Warsaw, Poland Culture Palac

March 26, 2012 Zabrze , Poland Dom Muzyki i Tanca

Chieli Minucci

February 25, 2012 Rockville Centre, NY Madison Theater/Molloy College w/Bernie 
Williams

March 25, 2012 Reading, PA Berks Jazz Festival w/Bernie Williams

April 26, 2012 Bergen, NJ Bergen Performing Arts Center w/Bernie Williams

April 28, 2012 New Haven, CT Lyman Center at Southern Connecticut State 
University w/Bernie Williams

May 5, 2012 Milford, CT Venue TBD

Chris Standring

February 23, 2012 Southend, UK The Jazz mix @ Cliffs Pavillion

February 24, 2012 Soho, London, UK Pizza Express Jazz Club

February 25, 2012 Soho, London, UK Pizza Express Jazz Club

Upcoming tour dates
For a complete list of upcoming tour dates, please visit our website at: distribution13.com/tour


